ABOUT MEGHALAYA STATE COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS (M.S.C.P.C.R.)

With the aim of effectively addressing the issue of protection of Child Rights in Meghalaya, the State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights was set up. The M.S.C.P.C.R. from its inception in 2014 is committed in upholding the spirit
of our constitution by protecting and promoting the Rights of children. This Commission stands for the cause of
ensuring a protective child friendly environment for all children from the age of 0 to 18 years of age. For the
Commission, all the Rights of children are of equal importance.

The Commission comprise of a Chairperson and six members including two women representatives. The
Government of Meghalaya, Social Welfare Department, vide Notification No. SW(S) 112/2009/236 dated, Shillong
the 28th February, 2014 under section 4, sub-section (3) of the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act,
2005(4th of 2006), the Governor of Meghalaya appointed Smti. Meena Kharkongor as Chairperson, State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights for a period of 3(three) years with immediate effect. The Chairperson
joined the Commission on 11th March, 2014 and the office was opened on the 23rd May, 2014 at Nongshiliang,
Nongthymmai, Shillong with a staff strength consisting of only the Chairperson, one peon and a chowkidar. The
Commission functioned from the above address till February, 2015 and thereafter shifted its office to Lower
Lachumiere, Shillong.

CONSTITUTION

The State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (S.C.P.C.R.) has been constituted by the Government of
Meghalaya, under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights (C.P.C.R.) Acts, 2005 to exercise and performs the
powers and functions assigned to it under C.P.C.R. Act, 2005.

The Commission consists of:-

e A Chairperson who, is a person of eminence and has done a outstanding work for promoting the welfare of
the children; and

e Six Members, out of which at least two are women, from the following fields, is appointed by the Central
Government from amongst person of eminence, ability, integrity, standing and experience in,

Education

Child Health, Care, welfare or child Development

Juvenile Justice or care of neglected or marginalized children or children with disabilities

Elimination of child labour or children in distress

Child psychology or sociology; and
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Laws relating to children.
FUNCTIONS AND POWERS

e The Commission shall, in addition to the functions assigned to it under clauses (a) to (j) of sub-section (1) of
Section 13 of the CPCR Act, 2005 perform the following functions, namely:-

e Analyze existing law, policy and practice to assess compliance with the convention on the Rights of the Child,
undertake inquiries and produce reports on any aspect of policy or practice affecting children and comment
on proposed new legislation from a child rights perspective;

e Present to be State Government, annually and at such other intervals, as the commission may deem fit,
reports upon working of those safeguards;

e Undertake formal investigations where concern has been expressed either by children themselves or by
concerned persons on their behalf;

e Ensure that the work of the commission is directly informed by the views of children in order to reflect their
priorities and perspectives;

e Promote, respect and give serious consideration to the views of children in its work;

e Produce and disseminate information about child rights;



e Compile and analyze data on children;
e Promote the incorporation of child rights into the school curriculum, teachers’ training and training of
personnel dealing with children.

POWERS

The Commission shall, while inquiring into any matter referred to in clause (j) of sub-section (1) of section 13 of the
CPCR Act 2005, have all the powers of a civil court trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908)
and, in particular, in respect of the following matters, namely:-

e Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and examining him on oath
e Discovering and production of any document;

e Receiving evidence on affidavits;

e Requisitioning any public record or copy thereof from any court or office; and

e |ssuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or documents.

The Commission shall have the power to forward any case to a Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the same and the
Magistrate to whom any such case is forwarded shall proceed to hear the complaint against the accused as if the
case has been forwarded to him under the section 346 of the Code of criminal procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974).

e The Commission shall prepare and publish an annual report before the 31st December, every year, for
submission to the State Government

e The Commission shall also prepare special reports and publish on specific issues as and when necessary,
under the direction of the Chairperson.

e The State Government shall cause the annual report and special reports of the commission to be laid before
the Legislative Assembly

e A special report may be submitted to the State Government, if there is a time lag in the preparation of the
annual report

e The annual report shall include information on administrative and financial matters; complaints
investigated/inquired into, action taken on cases, detail of research; reviews, education and promotion
efforts; consultations, detail and specific recommendations of the commission on any matter, beside any
other matter that the commission may consider warranting inclusion in the report.

FINANCE

e The Commission shall spend the sums of money received by it for the purposes of the Act

e The Chairperson shall have all powers relating to financial transactions of the commission, except in cases
which require prior approval of the State Government

e The Chairperson shall obtain prior approval of the State Government in matters of permitting any officer of
the commission to participate in seminars, conferences or training programmes abroad and such other
matters determined by the State Government by order

e The Chairperson shall, subject to such conditions and limitations and control and supervision, have power to
delegate his financial powers to the secretary. Provided that no such powers shall be delegated in respect of
incurring an expenditure on an item exceeding one lakh rupees without the prior approval of the
Chairperson

e The Chairperson shall have the powers to engage any person or persons as consultant or consultants for a
specific purpose and for a specific period on the terms and conditions agreed on in advance, relating to
honorarium, travelling allowance and dearness allowance

e The Secretary shall have powers to execute all decisions taken by the Chairperson or any other member on
his behalf, relating to financial matters.



